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The Niger-Sudan Strip
A strip of land 500 or 600 miles wide extending from the Atlantic
Ocean to the foot of the Ethiopian plateau and lying approximately 8° to
16° north of the equator is ^/^-Saharan in quality. That is, the barren
desert here gives place to short grasses, then to taller grasses, and finally
to scrub forest where small trees stand widely spaced among the grass
as in an orchard. The western part belongs to France and the eastern
to the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, but little bites are taken out of French
territory by Portuguese Guinea and the British possessions of Gambia
and Sierra Leone on the west and by the northern parts of the Gold Coast
and Nigeria farther east.
A long and scorchingly hot dry season makes this a poor place for agri-
culture, while the grasses, though coarse and rough, make it at least
moderately good for cattle. Hence many of the people are nomadic
keepers of cattle and goats. Irrigation, however, and the presence of
groundwater near the surface of various low-lying tracts make it possible
for a considerable farming population to live in certain places. Hence
where the Blue Nile from Ethiopia meets the White Nile from Lake
Victoria the combined towns of Khartum and Omdurman make a good-
sized city. In the same way the water of the upper Niger supports small
oases such as Timbuktu, which is famous as a starting place for journeys
across the Sahara, by caravan in the past and now by a desert type of
automobile. West of the shallow and fluctuating body of water known as
Lake Chad (at the northeastern corner of British Nigeria) the rainfall
and the presence of groundwater in certain broad hollows combine to
produce fertility in parts of both British and French territory. Peanuts
grow so well that this is the world's greatest peanut CQuntry. A series
of semi-agricultural towns such as Kano and Sokoto sprawl over the land.
Equatorial Rainforest Countries
Only a relatively small part of Africa agrees with the common idea
that tropical countries are covered with dense forests. This part begins
on the west in southern Sierra Leone and the Negro republic of Liberia
and extends eastward through Belgian Congo to the high mountains
which lie west of Lake Victoria and the northern part of Lake Tangan-
yika. It extends southward to about 5° S. Within this area the gloomy
forests, almost impenetrable and uninhabitable, are interspersed with more
habitable tracts of smaller, more jungle-like forest where a crude agricul-
ture is practiced. There are even some grassy tracts where special types
of soil and drainage prevail. The population, though sparse and living
mainly near the rivers, is more dense than in drier areas of the scrub-

